
 

 

 
 

Week Leading up to 5.3.20:  Hearing God's Voice 
 
*{Start with discussing the previous Meetings Challenge or discuss prior to sharing this week's challenge.} 
Let’s Begin:  Would anyone like to share how the challenge from our last meeting went? 
 
Opening Prayer: 
Begin with a brief moment of silence shaking off any and all distractions or difficulties of the day and 
remembering that God is always with us. 
 
Read: John 10: 1-10 
 
After the Reading Conclude with this prayer: 
Good and gracious Father, You truly desire what is best for us. You know that we need Your son, the good 
shepherd, to show us the way.  Help us to turn away from all of the distracting voices we hear and strive to 
follow only the voice of Your son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Small Group Question: 
1. In this weekend’s Gospel we hear the analogy of Jesus being the gate.  It shares how the sheep will 

recognize their shepherd’s voice.  Why do you think it is difficult for us to recognize God’s voice? 
 
YouTube Video: Fr. Mark Mary and Brother Malachy – Listening to God's Will (10:55 min) - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhlC23riOEM&list=PLeXS0cAkuTPoSZU98Nf7jhF21Pqgoz9tE&index=1
6&t=0s 
 
Small Group Questions: 
2. Do you find silence intimidating or uncomfortable?  Why or why not? 
3. Do you think you need to be holy, a missionary, or a consecrated religious person to hear God’s voice? 
4. If God wants what is best for us, why do you think or feel that it’s difficult to give God a “blank check” in 

prayer like Brother Malacky talks about in the video? 
5. Why do you think or feel God is patient in giving us our answers?  Why aren’t we patient with Him? 
6. Have you had an experience when you felt God directed your path or you heard a message from God? What 

was the outcome?  Was it scary and/or joyful?  Please share… 
7. Do you have any discernment techniques that you have found helpful in hearing God’s will? 
 
Session Challenges: 
On three separate occasions, spend at least 10 minutes in complete silence and ask God two questions: 

1. God, what is Your deepest desire for me? 
2. God, what do You wish for me to change in my daily routine to make more room for You? 

Write down your thoughts after each occasion and review them.  Take one step to follow His will. 
 
Closing Prayer:  (Leader please refer to your prayer guide for additional ideas and suggestions.) 
Dear Jesus, You know us so well.  Create in us a longing to hear You and a willingness to follow You.  Give us 
eyes to recognize the distractions that pull us away from You and the courage to create more silence in our busy 
lives. Allow us to persevere in prayer and open our hearts to see the keys that you offer to a joyful and abundant 
life.  Amen. 
 
{Optional additional Readings}  
Sunday Reading 1: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Sunday Reading 2: 1 Pet 2:20B-25 
 
Optional Additional Information: http://priestlyformation.org/resources/fr.-timothy-gallagher/discernment-of-
spirits.html  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhlC23riOEM&list=PLeXS0cAkuTPoSZU98Nf7jhF21Pqgoz9tE&index=16&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhlC23riOEM&list=PLeXS0cAkuTPoSZU98Nf7jhF21Pqgoz9tE&index=16&t=0s
http://priestlyformation.org/resources/fr.-timothy-gallagher/discernment-of-spirits.html
http://priestlyformation.org/resources/fr.-timothy-gallagher/discernment-of-spirits.html

