
 

 

 
 
 

Year A – 5th Sunday of Lent: And Jesus Wept 

*{Start with reviewing the previous meeting’s challenge or discuss prior to sharing this week's challenge.} 

Let’s Begin:  Think about how the challenge went for the last session. What went well? What was difficult? 
 

Opening Prayer: 
Begin with a brief moment of silence shaking off any and all distractions or difficulties of the day and remembering that God 

is always with us. 
 

Read: Jn 11:1-45 - https://bible.usccb.org/ - 3/26/2023, 3/22/2026, 3/18/2029 
 

After the Reading Conclude with this prayer:   

Dear Jesus, we cannot comprehend Your love.  We know that You are all good and wish all good things for 

us.  When we are suffering, may we always turn to You for comfort and guidance.  In Your Holy name.  Amen. 
 

Reflection or Discussion Question:  

1. In this weekend’s Gospel, Jesus shows us by His miracles and gestures His hatred for evil and sorrow for 

death.  What do you find most compelling about this Gospel story? 
 

YouTube Video: Fr. Mike Schmitz–Why does God Let Bad Things Happen? (7:32 min) - https://youtu.be/0NOTU1g0Z8w 
 

Reflection or Discussion Questions: 
2. Have you ever felt that God caused some bad “thing” to happen in your life?  Please share… 

3. The problem of evil is often sighted as a reason for atheism or a distrust of God.  It’s been a problem that has 

plagued humanity for generations.  Has there been a time you or someone you know has personally wrestled with 

this problem? 

4. Fr. Mike mentions the distinction of God’s Perfect Will and what God allows to happen through His Permissive 

Will.  Have you ever heard this before?  Please share your thoughts on this distinction. 

5. Is there some story, teaching, or sentiment that you have found helpful for you to reconcile/accept the problem of 

evil and God’s allowance of evil things to happen?  

6. Fr. Mike talks about how even in the worst evil God can bring about some greater good.  Can you think of a 

personal experience where some good came out of something hurtful or evil?  
 

Session Challenges: {Choose one or both} 
• Make every effort to say this prayer to St. Michael the Archangel daily for protection against evil: 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil; 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, thrust 

into hell Satan and all evil spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of souls. Amen. 

• In response to evil, perform one loving act each day 
 

Closing Prayer:  (Leaders: We recommended offering time during the closing prayer for participants to offer 

personal intentions.) 

Dear Jesus, You detest the evil that is in this world and showed us how great Your love is for us through Your 

loving sacrifice. Even though we cannot fully comprehend the gift of free will that is bestowed on us, we ask for a 

continued growth in faith that we may trust in You.  Continue to turn our hearts away from evil and toward You so 

that we may one day reside with You in eternal happiness where no pain exists.  In Your Mighty name, Amen. 
 

{Optional additional Readings} Sunday Reading 1: Ez 37: 12-14; Sunday Reading 2: Rom 8: 8-11 
 

Additional Information:  https://catholicmissionarydisciples.com/news/where-are-you-god-a-christian-response-to-evil 

 

For groups not meeting again until after Easter:  Ask your members to watch and pray alone with this video 

sometime prior to Holy Week to prepare for the Triduum:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uBLCts6TJoY 
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